
December 9, 2014 
 

FOREST, PARKS, AND RECREATION COMMITTEE MEETING 
Douglas County Board of Supervisors 

Monday, December 15, 2014, 9:30 a.m., Forestry Headquarters 
Solon Springs, Wisconsin 

 
Please call the Chairperson or the Forestry Department (715-378-2219) if you will not be able to attend. 
 
MEMBERS:   Mark Liebaert, Chair  John Robinson, Vice Chair  Terry White 
 Robert Mock   Mary Lou Bergman     
  

AGENDA 
(Committee to maintain a two-hour meeting limit or take action to continue meeting beyond that time.) 

 
1. Roll call.   
2. Approval of minutes from the October 21, 2014, Timber Sale, and October 27, 2014, regular meeting 

(attached).   
3. Department reports: 
 (a) Budget (attached);  
 (b) Forest management operations (attached); and 
 (c) Parks and recreation. 
4. Action items/referrals: 
 (a) 2015 Department Annual Work Plan (attached); 
 (b) Property acquisition (attached): 
  (1) Property acquisition; 
  (2) Release of capital reserve funding (land acquisition); 
  (3) Application for County Forest Law Entry (Parcel #SU-028-00800-00 and #SU-028-

00801-00); 
 (c) Timber appraisals (attached): 
  (1) Parcel #OA-022-00818-00; 
  (2) Parcel #OA-022-00820-00; 
  (3) Parcel #OA-022-00822-00. 
5. Informational items/correspondence:   
 (a) St. Croix Valley National Heritage Area designation (attached); 
 (b) 2014 Timber Sale revenue record (attached); and 
 (c) Reports: 
  (1) Wisconsin County Forest Association; 
  (2) WDNR County Forest liaison. 
6. Future agenda items. 
 
cc: Sue Sandvick  County Board Supervisors                     WI DNR              Terry Priem 
 WCFA   Andy Lisak                  Carolyn Pierce  Shelley Nelson 
 
NOTE:  Attachments to the agenda are available at the County Forestry Department for review or copying and at the Douglas County website at 
www.douglascountywi.org.  Action may be taken on any item listed on the agenda.  The County of Douglas complies with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990.  If you are in need of an accommodation to participate in the public meeting process, please contact the Douglas County Forestry 
Office at (715) 378-2219 by 4:00 p.m. on the day prior to the scheduled meeting.  Douglas County will attempt to accommodate any request depending on 
the amount of notice received.     
 
 
Posted: (Courthouse/Government Center)/Daily Telegram Emailed:   ___________________________________________________________                                                                                        
        Name                                                               Date 

12/9/2014 
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FOREST, PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE MEETING 
Douglas County Board of Supervisors 

Tuesday, October 21, 2014, 6:00 p.m., Forestry Headquarters 
Solon Springs, Wisconsin 

 
Meeting called to order by Chair Mark Liebaert. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Present – Mark Liebaert, John Robinson, Robert Mock, Mary Lou Bergman,Terry 
White.  Others present – Rick Matlack, Don Luebbe, Terry Priem, Robert Huray, Billy Hudson, Ben 
Hershey, Dan Natzke, Jon Harris, Dave Cizmas, Cathy Khalar, Cheryl Larson. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Harris announced that any bid may be withdrawn prior to opening any bids 
for that individual tract. 
 
OPEN AND READ TIMBER BIDS:  Bids were opened and read aloud. 
 
ACTION:  Motion by Robinson, second Mock, to accept the high bids, upon meeting all bid 
qualifications.  Motion carried.   
 
ADJOURNMENT:  Motion by Bergman, second White, to adjourn.  Motion carried.  Meeting 
adjourned at 6:41 p.m. 
 
      Submitted by, 
 
      Cheryl Larson 

Accounting Assistant 
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FOREST, PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE MEETING 
Douglas County Board of Supervisors 

Monday, October 27, 2014, 9:30 a.m., Forestry Headquarters 
Solon Springs, Wisconsin 

 
Meeting called to order by Vice Chair John Robinson. 

 
ROLL CALL:  Present – John Robinson, Terry White, Robert Mock, Mary Lou Bergman.  
Absent – Mark Liebaert.  Others present – Guy Little, Andy Lisak, Trevor Seely, Jon Harris, 
Judy Nicoski, Mark Schroeder, Jason Langenecker, Don Luebbe, Cathy Khalar, Cheryl Larson.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   Motion by Bergman, second White, to approve the minutes 
from the September 29, 2014, meeting.   Motion carried. 

 
Department Reports:  
Budget:  Included with members’ meeting packet.  Nicoski reviewed the budgets for the nine 
months ending September 30th. 
 
Forest Management Operations:   Langenecker reported 8 active timber sales, with 2 hauling. 
Bud-capping started today (550 acres this fall).  Harris reported on October timber sale results.   
 
Parks and Recreation:  Schroeder reported the last park employee was done Friday; provided 
project updates; and WDNR approval received for Mooney Dam repair plans - next step 
receiving bids spring 2015. 

 
ACTION ITEMS/REFERRALS: 
Pipeline Utility Line Easement and Work Space:  Enbridge requesting “Northern Route” 
easement for pipeline utility line and work space for Sandpiper and Line 3 replacement projects 
– map in packet.  

 
ACTION (RESOLUTION):  Motion by Bergman, second White, to approve request from 
Enbridge Energy, granting pipeline utility line “Northern Line” easements and work space on 
County Forest land for the Sandpiper and Line 3 replacement projects, including the Pokegama 
Carnegie alternate route consideration as detailed in letter, for the total compensation amount of 
$100,762.59, including rates for timber removal and reforestation, and forward to County Board.  
Motion carried unanimously.   
 
Non-County Forest Douglas County Owned Parcel Interest:  Key parcels with existing 
winter recreation trails located on them and parcels with County Forest acquisition interest were 
reviewed.     
 
ACTION (REFERRAL):  Motion by White, second Bergman, to approve pursuing County 
Forest acquisition and entry of parcels #TS-030-01445-00, #TS-030-01452-00, and all county 
owned parcels within the SESW Section 18, T48N-R14W, and refer to Land and Development 
Committee.  Motion carried.   
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Upper St. Croix River Watershed Protection Phase II:   
Property Acquisition:  Trust for Public Land partner.  Phase I reviewed – Phase II is acquisition 
of an 80 acre parcel (identified on map).  Appraised value of $200,000.00.  WDNR Knowles-
Nelson Stewardship Grant Program available to apply for 50% of the acquisition expenses; with 
remaining match funding to be provided from the landowner as an acceptance to sell at 50% of 
the appraised value.   
 
ACTION:   Motion by Mock, second Bergman, to approve property acquisition as identified in 
the Upper St. Croix River Watershed Protection Phase II project.  Motion carried.    

 
Entering into Agreement of Purchase and Sale:  Agreement reviewed.   

 
ACTION:  Motion by Bergman, second White, to approve partnering with the Trust for Public 
Land and entering into agreement of purchase and sale.  Motion carried. 

 
WDNR Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Land Acquisition Grant Application:  Requesting 
approval to apply for a WDNR Knowles–Nelson Stewardship Grant to cover 50% of land 
acquisition costs.    

 
Release of Capital Reserve Funding: (Land Acquisition):  Requesting release of capital 
reserve funding in the amount not to exceed $3,000.00 for miscellaneous closing costs and grant 
program expenses.   

 
Application for County Forest Law Entry:  Requesting approval of application for county 
forest law entry of property (80 acres). 

 
ACTION (REFERRAL/RESOLUTION):  Motion by Mock, second White, to approve 
property acquisition; entering into agreement of purchase and sale with the Trust for Public 
Land; WDNR Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Land Acquisition Grant Application; release of 
capital reserve funding (land acquisition) in the amount not to exceed $3,000.00; and application 
of property for regular county forest law entry, and refer to Administration Committee and 
County Board.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
Miscellaneous Forest Product Permit (Birch Products):  Birch products permits historically 
issued for personal and/or cultural use (birch stem, twigs, and bark) – recent significant increase 
in commercial demand has resulted in gross violations and dramatic increase in illegal harvesting 
of desirable birch regeneration across the forest.   

 
ACTION:  Motion by Bergman, second Mock, to suspend department issuance of 
“Miscellaneous Forest Product Permits” for collection of birch products until further notice.  
Motion carried. 

 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS/CORRESPONDENCE: 
Emerald Ash Borer Quarantine:  Oneida County now quarantined and following similar 
guidelines and policies as are in place in Douglas County.   
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2014 Douglas County Park Campgrounds Revenues:  Harris reviewed report.   
 

Department Staffing:  Harris introduced new Accounting Specialist II (Cathy Khalar).   
 

November Committee Meeting:  No November meeting scheduled; December meeting will be 
early (December 15, 2014).   

 
Reports:   
Wisconsin County Forest Association:  Robinson reported on the Upper Midwest Invasive 
Species conference he attended (Emerald Ash Borer main topic).  WCFA summer tour is slated 
for early July 2015.   

 
WDNR County Forest Liaison:  Luebbe updated committee on recent local timber theft 
problems (firewood); and WDNR vacancy issues.   
 
Future Agenda Items:  Citizen attendee Guy Little requested to add Upper St. Croix Lake 
Water Levels as an agenda item for the December 2014 meeting.   
 
ADJOURNMENT:  Motion by Mock, second White, to adjourn.  Motion carried.  Meeting 
adjourned at 10:40 a.m. 

 
Submitted by, 
 
Cheryl Larson, Accounting Assistant 
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