
August 9, 2016 

DOUGLAS COUNTY LAND CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 
Tuesday, August 16, 2016, 10:00 a.m., Government Center, Room 204, 

1313 Belknap Street, Superior, Wisconsin 

Please call the Chair or County Clerk’s Office (715-395-1569) if you are unable to attend. 

MEMBERS:  Sue Hendrickson, Chair Mary Lou Bergman, Vice Chair 
Terry White  Larry Luostari 
Amy Colby, FSA Kathryn McKenzie 

A G E N D A 
(Committee to maintain a two-hour meeting limit or take action to continue meeting beyond that time.) 

1. Roll call.
2. Approval of minutes from the June 28, 2016, meeting (attached).
3. Action items:

a. Wildlife Damage and Abatement Program (to be distributed):
1) Report; and
2) Approval of contracts.

b. 2017 Budgets (attached):
1) Wildlife Damage and Abatement Program; and
2) Land Conservation.

c. Resolution Supporting Habitat Restoration and Barrier Removal for the Middle River
(attached); and

d. Approval to participate in the City of Superior Adopt a Neighborhood Storm Drain
campaign (attached).

4. Informational items:
a. Updates:

1) Yellow iris – Jeremy Bates, WDNR;
2) Pollinator programs – Gary Haughn, NRCS; and
3) Lake Superior Basin watershed planning.

b. Reports:
1) Youth conservation camp (attached);
2) Agency; and
3) Staff (attached).

5. Future agenda items.
cc: Andy Lisak Christine Ostern Steve Rannenberg 

Cameron Bertsch Sue Sandvick Douglas County Website 
County Board Supervisors Roger Wilson  Paul LaLiberte 
Gary Haughn Steve LaValley  Shelley Nelson (Telegram) 
Matt Steiger Nancy Larson  Carl Beckman 
Scott Peterson Darienne McNamara Jason Serck 

Sue O’Halloran Lisa Schultz Brock Flowers 
Molly Wick DCALS Dave Schultz 

NOTE: Attachments to agenda are available in County Clerk’s Office for review or copying.  Action may be taken on any item listed on the agenda.  The County of Douglas 
complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.  If you are in need of an accommodation to participate in the public meeting process, please contact the Douglas 
County Clerk’s Office at (715) 395-1341 by 4:00 p.m. on the day prior to the scheduled meeting.  Douglas County will attempt to accommodate any request, depending on the 
amount of notice we receive. Posted: Courthouse, Government Center, Telegram Copied 

________________________________________________ 
Name Date 

8-9-16

mailto:palaliberte@centurytel.net
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DOUGLAS COUNTY LAND CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 
Tuesday, June 28, 2016, 10:00 a.m., Courthouse, Room 207C, 

1313 Belknap Street, Superior, Wisconsin 
 
Meeting called to order by Chair Sue Hendrickson. 
 
ROLL CALL: Present –Sue Hendrickson, Mary Lou Bergman (left at 11:52 a.m.), Terry White, Amy 
Colby, Kathryn McKenzie, Larry Luostari. Others present – Christine Ostern, Sue O’Halloran, Mike 
Gardner, Jeremy Bates, David Conley, Mark Liebaert, Kaci Lundgren, Committee Clerk. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Motion by Bergman, second Colby, to approve minutes from the March 15, 
2016, meeting. Motion carried. 
 
ACTION ITEMS: 
Wildlife Damage and Abatement Program - Report: Report distributed; no approval of contracts 
needed. 
 
ACTION: Motion by Bergman, second Luostari, to accept report. Motion carried. 
 
Approval of Conservation Camp Scholarship from the Environmental Reserve Fund: Request 
made by high school student to attend North Lakeland Discovery Center at the cost of $250. 
 
ACTION (REFERRAL/RESOLUTION): Motion by McKenzie, second White, to approve funding of 
camp scholarship request in the amount of $250 from the Environmental Reserve Fund balance and 
refer to Administration Committee. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Pesticide Ordinance Exemption Application: Draft application included with agenda. Keith Allen (via 
e-mail) and Conley provided suggestions. 
 
ACTION (RESOLUTION): Motion by Bergman, second White, to approve application and refer to 
County Board with the following changes: Add request for a proposed posting plan to point 3 footnote; 
point 5 should read, “Describe each alternative method of control and reasons why each of these 
methods…”; point 8 should read, “Attach a copy of the product label…”; remove “or from the 
manufacturer” at the end of points 11 and 12; remove the statement above the initials line: “I 
understand that if the treatment area borders a waterbody, posting is required along the shoreline of the 
waterbody” from the revised submission; add point 9 to request a copy of the safety data sheets with 
footnote, and renumber points; add safety data sheets footnote to References page and renumber; add 
the URLs of World Health Organization and safety data sheet websites under the Additional Information 
and Resources page.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Producer-led Watershed Council Grant Application: New grant from the Department of Agriculture. 
$250,000 available annually, with a $20,000 max per group. A minimum of 5 producers are required per 
group to apply. County would be sponsor of applying group to administer funds; corporation counsel to 
advise. 
 
ACTION: Motion by White, second Luostari, to proceed with grant application. Motion carried. 
 
Moratorium on Livestock Facilities Licensing Ordinance – Approval of Ordinance: Included with 
agenda. 
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ACTION (REFERRAL): Motion by McKenzie, second Bergman, to approve ordinance as presented 
and refer to Zoning Committee. Motion carried. 
 
Approval to Form a Study Group: Study group to address critical issues CAFOs present. 
 
ACTION (REFERRAL): Motion by Luostari, second Colby, to recommend Bergman and White to study 
group, with Hendrickson as alternate, and refer to Zoning Committee. Motion carried. 
 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS:  
Correspondence: Great Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife Commission, May 2, 2016, Regarding 
Non-native Phragmites Monitoring and Control Work in the St. Louis River Estuary: Included with 
agenda. 
 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, May 2016, Statement of Findings and Finding of No Significant 
Impact, Dredged Material Placement, 21st Avenue West Aquatic Habitat Restoration Site, St. 
Louis River Area of Concern: Included with agenda. 
 
Updates: 
Pollinator Programs: Master Gardeners agreed to do small group presentation on monarch habitation; 
other options to assist monarch life discussed. 
 
Farmland Preservation Plan Revision: Draft almost complete; public hearing to be held. 
 
Allouez Bay Project: Working to keep seeded areas protected from wildlife. 
 
Lake Superior Basin Watershed Planning: Project approved by County Board; next is review of site 
level characteristics. 
 
Cost-share Projects: Project to replace failing bridge with culvert to occur this summer. 
 
Reports - Staff: Working on Farmland Preservation Plan, watershed, and cost-share projects. 
 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS: DNR – Yellow Iris; next meeting tentatively scheduled for Tuesday, August 
16, 2016. 
  
ADJOURNMENT: Motion by White, second McKenzie, to adjourn. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned 
at 12:00 p.m. 

 
Submitted by, 
 
Kaci Lundgren, Committee Clerk 



2016 Budget 2017 Budget

LCC & DNR Approved Proposed

ADMINISTRATION

Salaries: Technician 8,756.00$                           8,855.00$                          

Office Costs 1,060.00$                           1,055.00$                          

Gasoline/Travel/Vehicle 1,180.00$                           1,100.00$                          

Training 60.00$                                60.00$                               

Deer Processing 2,000.00$                           2,000.00$                          

Administration Subtotal 13,056.00$                         13,070.00$                        

ABATEMENT

Bear Relocation Fees 1,625.00$                           1,625.00$                          

Fencing Materials 3,000.00$                           3,000.00$                          

Miscellaneous (bear traps) -$                                    -$                                  

Abatement Subtotal 4,625.00$                           4,625.00$                          

ADMINISTRATION & ABATEMENT TOTAL 17,681.00$                         17,695.00$                        

We expect to assist 6 growers with damage that may result in claim requests

equaling or exceeding $12,000 in value.

 

Sue Hendrickson, Douglas County LCC Chair Date approved by 

Douglas County LCC

DNR Wildlife Damage Abatement & Claims Program Date approved by DNR

DOUGLAS COUNTY 2017 BUDGET

WILDLIFE DAMAGE ABATEMENT AND CLAIMS PROGRAM

2017 APPROVALS
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DRAFT 

 

A RESOLUTION FROM SUPERVISORS ON THE DOUGLAS COUNTY LAND 

CONSERVATION COMMITTEE SUPPORTING HABITAT RESTORATION AND 

BARRIER REMOVAL FOR THE MIDDLE RIVER  

 
 

 

WHEREAS, Douglas County recognizes that the health and quality of our water resources supports the local 
economy and the quality of life for citizens and visitors; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Middle River is a major tributary to western Lake Superior flowing nearly 78 miles through 
the county from its headwaters in the Town of Bennett to its outlet in Lake Superior; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources reports that there are presently 55 lamprey-
producing streams in the U.S. waters of Lake Superior; only 4 have low-head barriers installed to prevent 
migration of sea lamprey; two of those barriers are on tributaries in western Lake Superior: one on the Bois 
Brule River, which has been modified to mitigate fish passage, and the other on the Middle River; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Middle River barrier was installed in 1983; since then evidence indicates that the fishery in the 
upper channel was negatively impacted through the restricted movement of fish, aquatic organisms, and 
nutrients leading to growing concerns that the barrier is fragmenting habitat, severely limiting hydrologic 
conductivity, drastically reducing biodiversity in the river; and limiting productivity in western Lake Superior; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, removal or modification to the Middle River barrier has the potential to open nearly 75 miles of 
stream to the Lake Superior ecosystem improving habitat and biodiversity for both the Middle River and 
western Lake Superior; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Middle River barrier is more than 30 years old, inevitably in need of repair and maintenance, 
and so the timing is appropriate to consider improvements for the Middle River; and 
 
WHEREAS, restoring the type of habitat the Middle River offers by removing or modifying the barrier is 
identified as a specific management objective in the bi-national Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement, the 
federal Great Lakes Regional Collaboration Strategy and the WDNR’s Lake Superior Fisheries Management 
Plan; and 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Douglas County Land Conservation Committee supports 
restoration of the Middle River watershed to provide hydrologic connectivity and continuous riparian habitat 
from the headwaters to Lake Superior by removing or modifying the lamprey barrier; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Douglas County Land Conservation Committee urges the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service and the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources to work with Douglas County and 
other partners to remove or modify the Middle River lamprey barrier to restore habitat to the Middle River and 
western Lake Superior. 
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AAADOPTDOPTDOPT   YYYOUROUROUR   

NNNEIGHBORHOODEIGHBORHOODEIGHBORHOOD   

SSSTORMTORMTORM   DDDRAINRAINRAIN   

BENEFITS OF KEEPING 

STORM DRAINS CLEAR 

City Of 

Superior 

 PREVENT LOCALIZED FLOODING 

IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD BY 

KEEPING DRAINS FREE OF DEBRIS. 

 PROTECT FISH & OTHER WILD-

LIFE BY KEEPING POLLUTANTS 

AND  MATERIALS FROM ENTERING 

STREAMS, RIVERS, AND LAKE     

SUPERIOR. 

 ASSIST CITY STAFF & CREWS IN  

MAINTAINING THE CITY’S OVER 

2,000 STORM DRAINS. 

Our yards and streets are  

like an extended shoreline     

of Lake Superior.   

* Inquire about helping stencil storm drains 

in the city with the message 

—Do Not Dump, Drains to Stream. 



THE ADOPT YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD 

STORM DRAIN CAMPAIGN  

The City of Superior is seeking volunteer 
residents to help our community to protect 
fish and wildlife and prevent    
localized flooding. Storm drains 
are the open grates found along 
the edges of our streets and are 
designed to collect storm water to 
local streams, rivers, and Lake 
Superior.  

Adopt Your Neighborhood Storm Drain 

 

 

City of Superior ESDPW 
Adopt a Storm Drain  

Maintenance Agreement 

Name ____________________________________ 

Address __________________________________ 

Daytime Phone ____________________________ 

Email ____________________________________ 

Does the proposed drain have a history of blocking  
with debris?                       Yes    No     Don’t Know 

Do you need tools provided?      Yes     No 

Location of the storm drain in relation to your property 
(please include a detailed sketch) 

 

 

 

 

Guidelines, Safety Tips, Terms and Liability Waiver: 

1. Never attempt to clear debris from an intake or culvert if there is 
moving water greater than knee deep.  
2. Always check for traffic before entering a roadway.  
3. Separate out any debris that is not yard waste, such as pop cans, 
cardboard, etc., and put it in your regular garbage or recycling.  
4. Place the natural debris (leaves, grass clippings, etc) removed 
from the intake and place on a compost pile or in a bag to and bring 
to the landfill.  
5. The applicant releases the City of Superior from any claim for 
damage to persons or property resulting from the removal of debris 
or cleaning of the adopted intake.  
6. The city may terminate the agreement hereunder at any time.  
7. I agree to regularly remove the debris from my adopted storm 
drain in accordance with the guidelines, safety tips, terms, and 
liability waiver listed above.  

Applicant signature: ____________________________   

Date: __________________ 
 

PLEASE MAIL COMPLETED APPLICATION TO: 

 ESDPW, ATTN: ADOPT-A-DRAIN,  

 51 E 1st St., Superior, WI 54880 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Volunteers are needed to care for 
a storm drain or multiple storm 
drains in their neighborhood.  

   Tasks include: 

   * Remove debris from the storm drain  
 approximately once a week  
 during the storm season.    

    * Submit your time to ESDPW in 
 late November.  

    * Commit for at least one storm season.   

NO DUMPING—DRAINS TO LAKE 

Please do not dump anything down a storm 
drain. Anything going into a storm drain  
eventually winds up in our local waterways. 

Dispose of oil, antifreeze, and other  
liquid wastes with licensed recyclers. 
You can dispose of oil at the landfill. If 
everyone does a little, we can all enjoy 
cleaner, healthier neighborhoods! 

KEEP DRAINS CLEAR 
Keep storm drains near your 
home free from debris and remove any 
litter or materials that may get caught 
there or be in the nearby vicinity of a 
drain. The city streets are swept with a 
commercial street sweeper regularly 
during spring and fall, but yard waste 
and trash can build up between sweep-
ings. Leaves and other debris (and      
during the winter—snow and ice) can 
quickly clog the storm drain, preventing 
water from entering. This may cause 
local flooding, which creates problems 
for you and your neighbors.  www.ci.superior.wi.us/stormdrain 

715-394-0392                                                            





DC LWCD Staff Report 
8-16-16 LCC meeting 
Prepared by: Christine Ostern 
 
 
WETLAND WATERSHED PLANNING:  An update will be provided at the meeting. 
 
IMPLEMENTATION PROJECTS: 
Construction for the trail crossing project over Little Steele Creek should start later this month.  We are 
still in the 30-day waiting period for the permit; however WDNR indicates that the permit should be able 
to be issued without any delay or problems.  Construction for the streambank stabilization project along 
the Brule River adjacent to the Hwy. 2 bridge should also start later this month.  There continues to be 
more demand for our assistance with projects than we have resources to fill.  Demand is especially high 
for shoreline erosion projects and for stormwater runoff control in more highly developed areas along 
our lakes.  Shoreline erosion continues to increase due to higher wakes from specialty wave-making 
boats, changing water levels, and increased frequency and intensities of storm events.  We are also 
continuing to help the Zoning Department with non-metallic mine reclamation plan 
review/approvals/inspections/compliance.  We also assist the Zoning Department with shoreline 
mitigation plan reviews/approvals/inspections/compliance. 
 
NORTHWEST WISCONSIN LAND & WATER CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION (NWLWCA):  The next 
NWLWCA meeting will be December 9th in Hayward.  The last meeting, including the LCC training 
session, was not well attended.  There doesn’t seem to be enough interest for a summer/fall tour.  
 
ST. CROIX – EAU CLAIRE WATERSHED PROJECT:  The grant extension was not given by WDNR and so 
this project ended December 31st, 2015.  Final payment requests and reports were due in June – our 
reimbursement request is still being processed.   
 
AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES:  We are getting reports of new invasive species being discovered in 
Douglas County, and existing infestations expanding and spreading.  We applied for AIS program funding 
from WDNR in December and our application was rejected for the second time.  We are passing along 
the reports, inquiries, etc. to WDNR staff and Northwoods Weed Cooperative Management Area staff.   
 
ALLOUEZ BAY RESTORATION PROJECT:  The project to restore wild rice, control invasive species, and 
provide education/outreach in Allouez Bay continues.  The project is funded through two grants; one 
from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation and the other from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  
We are contracting with the Lake Superior Research Institute to accomplish the work and also working 
closely with the WDNR and Great Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife Commission.  Initial site surveys, wild 
rice seeding, information sign development, and exclosure work is underway.  Some of the exclosure 
structures were dislodged during the intense storms we’ve had this summer.  Some of these will be 
repaired and replaced; some will not.   
 
FARMLAND PRESERVATION PLAN REVISION:  An extension was offered by DATCP through the end of 
2017; however we are planning to have the plan completed and approved by spring 2017.  Amy, 
Christine, and willing committee members are meeting with individual towns who request it in order to 
resolve the future land-use/ farmland preservation conflicts.  Amy gave an excellent presentation to a 
very well-attended Town’s Association meeting last month to update the group and describe our need 
for assistance from the towns.  Updates will be available at future LCC meetings. 
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