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February 22, 2016 
 

FOREST, PARKS, AND RECREATION COMMITTEE MEETING 
Douglas County Board of Supervisors 

Monday, February 29, 2016, 9:30 a.m., Forestry Headquarters 
Solon Springs, Wisconsin 

 
Please call the Chairperson or the Forestry Department (715-378-2219) if you will not be able to attend. 
 
MEMBERS:   Mark Liebaert, Chair  John Robinson, Vice Chair  Terry White 
 Robert Mock   Mary Lou Bergman     
  

AGENDA 
(Committee to maintain a two-hour meeting limit or take action to continue meeting beyond that time.) 

 
1. Roll call.   
2. Approval of minutes from the December 28, 2015, meeting (attached).   
3. Department reports: 
 (a) Budget (attached);  
 (b) Forest management operations (attached); and 
 (c) Parks and recreation. 
4. Action items/referrals: 
 (a) Car show event at Lucius Woods County Park (AAD Shriners AAONMS, Duluth) (attached); 
 (b) Bird Sanctuary Clubhouse rental fee waiver request (Wisconsin Woodland Owners Association) 

(attached); 
 (c) New winter trail establishment request (Brule River Riders Snowmobile Club) (attached); 
 (d) Electric transmission line utility easement request - Dahlberg Light & Power Company (attached); 
 (e) Electric transmission line utility easement request - Solon Springs Airport Commission (attached); 
 (f) 2016 Annual WDNR Recreational Trail Grant Program participation (attached); 
 (g) Tree stand use regulation on WDNR owned or managed lands (Fish & Game League of Douglas 

County) (attached); 
 (h) Comprehensive Land-Use Plan 2006-2020 Amendments: 
  (1) Special Management Areas (Chapter 500) (attached); 
  (2) State Natural Areas and Exception Resource Areas (High Conservation Value Forests) 

(Chapter 900) (attached); 
  (3) Designation of Wisconsin State Natural Areas Memorandum of Understanding (WDNR 

Bureau of Natural Heritage Conservation State Natural Areas Program) (Chapter 900) 
(attached); 

  (4) Five Mile Barrens Forest Management Plan (Chapter 900) (attached); 
  (5) Five Mile Barrens Forest Management Plan Extended Zone (Chapter 900) (attached); 
 (i) Gift of property (attached): 
  (1) Property acceptance; 
  (2) Release of capital reserve funding (Land Acquisition); 
  (3) Application for County Forest Law Entry; 
 (j) Upper St. Croix Forest Land Conservation Project (The Conservation Fund) (attached): 
  (1) Property acquisition; 
  (2) Contract for Sale of Real Estate Purchase Agreement or Option Agreement; 
  (3) USDA Forest Service Community Forest and Open Space Program Grant Application; 
  (4) WDNR Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Land Acquisition Grant Application; 
  (5) Release of capital reserve funding (Land Acquisition); 
  (6) Application for County Forest Law Entry; 
 (k) Open 2016 tree hand planting bids (attached); 
 (l) 2015 Budget: 
  (1) Carryovers/reserves; 
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  (2) Year end transfer of excess revenues to the general fund; 
  (3) Release of reserve funding; 
  (4) Release of capital reserve funding. 
5. Informational items/correspondence:   
 (a) Hank Land Protection Project (West Wisconsin Land Trust) (attached); 
 (b) Bird Sanctuary Estates Land Protection Project (West Wisconsin Land Trust) (attached); 
 (c) Proposed WDNR land sales (attached); 
 (d) Verso Corporation Chapter 11 bankruptcy (attached); 
 (e) Northern long-eared bat final rule (attached); 
 (f) Option for Amendment to Right-of-Way and Pipeline Utility Easement Grant (Enbridge) 

(attached); 
 (g) Non-county forest Douglas County owned parcels county forest entry request (North County Trail 

Association) (attached); 
 (h) Regulation of non-county forest county-owned lands (granting exclusive administrative authority 

upon forest management request – Memorandum of Agreement) (attached); 
 (i) 2015 public land timber sale report (attached); 
 (j) 2015 timber sale revenue record (attached); 
 (k) 2015 town severance payment record (attached); 
 (l) 2015 Annual Department Law Enforcement Report (Sheriff’s Department); 
 (m) 2016 Spring Logger’s Discussion Forum; 
 (n) March 8, 2016 timber sale reminder; 
 (o) Reports: 
  (1) Wisconsin County Forest Association; and 
  (2) WDNR County Forest liaison.   
6. Future agenda items. 
 
cc: Sue Sandvick  County Board Supervisors                     WI DNR              Terry Priem 
 WCFA   Andy Lisak                  Carolyn Pierce  Shelley Nelson 
 
 
 
 
NOTE:  Attachments to the agenda are available at the County Forestry Department for review or copying and at the Douglas County website at 
www.douglascountywi.org.  Action may be taken on any item listed on the agenda.  The County of Douglas complies with the Americans with Disabilities 
Act of 1990.  If you are in need of an accommodation to participate in the public meeting process, please contact the Douglas County Forestry Office at (715) 
378-2219 by 4:00 p.m. on the day prior to the scheduled meeting.  Douglas County will attempt to accommodate any request depending on the amount of 
notice received.     
 
Posted: (Courthouse/Government Center)/Daily Telegram Emailed:   ___________________________________________________________                                                                                        
        Name                                                               Date 

2/22/2016 



Page 1 of 2 
Forest, Parks, & Recreation Committee Meeting, 12/28/15 
 

FOREST, PARKS, AND RECREATION COMMITTEE MEETING 
Douglas County Board of Supervisors 

Monday, December 28, 2015, 9:33 a.m., Forestry Headquarters 
Solon Springs, Wisconsin 

 
Meeting called to order by Chair Mark Liebaert.   
 
ROLL CALL:  Present – Mark Liebaert, John Robinson, Terry White, Robert Mock, Mary Lou 
Bergman.  Others present – Peter Nordgren, Terry Asleson, Jon Harris, Mark Schroeder, Judy Nicoski, 
Cheryl Westman, Committee Clerk. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Motion by Mock, second Bergman, to approve the minutes from the 
October 20, 2015, timber sale meeting and the October 26, 2015, regular meeting.  Motion carried.   
 
Department Reports: 
Budget:  Included with members’ meeting packet.  Nicoski reviewed the budget for the time period 
ending November 30, 2015.   
 
Forest Management Operations:  Harris reported 7 active jobs cutting, and 12 jobs hauling.    
 
Parks and Recreation:  Schroeder reported Mooney Dam project complete; summer trails still open; 
sections of winter recreational trails slowly opening (check Douglas County website for updates).   
 
ACTION ITEMS/REFERRALS: 
Non-County Forest Douglas County-Owned Parcels County Forest Entry request (North Country 
Trail Association):  Peter Nordgren, North Country Trail Association present, requesting Land and 
Development Committee recommend either (1) granting of permanent easement for trail or (2) entry of 
county owned parcels into County Forest designation, with the later preferred for further protection of the 
trail.  Seeking support from this committee for willingness to enter parcels into County Forest designation 
contingent upon referral of the same from the Land and Development Committee.   
 
ACTION (REFERRAL):  Motion by Liebaert, second White, to recommend to Land and Development 
Committee that in the event they approve entering the parcels into County Forest designation, this 
committee will support such recommendation.  Motion carried. 
 
Tree Stand Regulation on WDNR-Owned or Controlled Lands:  Interest in changing the state law 
regulating the use of tree stands on WDNR public lands is growing.  Involved parties potentially seeking 
support from this committee.  Harris to keep committee updated on issue status.   
 
ACTION (REFERRAL):  Motion by Liebaert, second Robinson, to refer issue to future meeting.  
Motion carried.   
 
Regulation of Non-County Forest County-Owned Lands (Granting Exclusive Administrative 
Authority Upon Forest Management Request – Entering Into Memorandum of Agreement):  Draft 
memorandum in packet – reviewed – adding percentage amount into “proceeds” section of agreement 
(page 2) suggested.     
 
ACTION (REFERRAL):  Motion by White, second Bergman, to add 10% in proceeds section to be 
retained by the Forestry Department and be designated for purposes of land acquisition and refer 
Memorandum of Agreement to Land and Development Committee.  Motion carried.   
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2016 Department Annual Work Plan:  Attached – reviewed.  Harris directed to make minor revisions 
to plan. 
 
ACTION (RESOLUTION):  Motion by Robinson, second Mock, to approve 2016 Department Annual 
Work Plan with revisions, and forward to the County Board.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS/CORRESPONDENCE:   
Timber Sale Contract #3986:  Due to contract expiration, the entire performance bond of $21,200.00 
was retained by the Forestry Department, with contractor suspended from bidding for three years.   
 
Reports: 
Wisconsin County Forest Association:  Robinson to attend February 12, 2016, Board of Directors 
meeting in Rhinelander and strategic planning meeting Thursday, February 25, 2016 in Treehaven.   
 
WDNR County Forest Liaison:  Asleson provided local WDNR staff update. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  Motion by Bergman, second Robinson, to adjourn.  Motion carried.  Meeting 
adjourned at 11:11 a.m. 
 
   Submitted by, 
 
   Cheryl Westman, Committee Clerk 
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