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DOUGLAS COUNTY BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
December 16, 2015, 10:00 a.m., Government Center Board Room 

1316 North 14th Street, Superior, Wisconsin 
 

Meeting called to order by Chair Douglas Hanson. 
 
ROLL CALL: Present – Dale Johnson, Douglas Hanson, Roger Wilson, James Heim (Alt.), 
Larry Kappes (Alt.). Absent – Larry Luostari. Others present – Steve Rannenberg, Sue 
Radzak, Michael Vespasiano, Steve Trainor, David Kropid, Kaci Lundgren (Committee Clerk). 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT: Role and conduct of the Board read. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: 
15-16) James & Patricia Knudson, Minneapolis, MN – area variance to allow the 
construction of an addition to a legal pre-existing structure that will lie within the minimum 
setback from the centerline of Bluebell Lane and a platted court, located in Lots 1-24 Incl., & 
Lots 26, 27, 35 & 36, Blk 5, Whitefish Beach, Section 16, T43N-R12W, (WA-032-02185-00; 
8026 E Russells Road), Town of Wascott. 
 
ACTION: Motion by Heim, second Kappes, to hear application. Motion carried. 
 
Applicants’ representative, Michael Vespasiano (potential land buyer), present; application 
reviewed. 
 
ACTION: Motion by Wilson, second Kappes, to deny application, based on the fact that 
unnecessary hardship is not present, and the hardship is not due to the physical limitation of 
the property rather than the circumstances of the appellant because unnecessary hardship is 
not present and there is reasonable use of the property; two previous variances have been 
granted in 1997 and 1998 that allow use of property. The variance will be contrary to the public 
interest as expressed by the objectives of the ordinance because there is use of the property 
as is. Roll call vote taken, with all present voting yes, for reasons stated in the motion. Absent 
– Luostari. 
 
Public hearing adjourned at 10:41 a.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Motion by Johnson, second Heim, to approve October 28, 2015, 
minutes. Motion carried.  
 
MOTION TO CONVENSE INTO CLOSED SESSION PURSUANT TO SECTION 19.85 (1)(G) 
OF THE WISCONSIN STATUTES TO DISCUSS THE APPEAL FILED ON BEHALF OF 
BETTY J. NELSON: Motion by Heim, second Kappes, to convene into closed session as 
stated above. Roll call vote taken and passed with all present voting Yes. Absent – Luostari. 
Open session adjourned at 10:46 a.m. 
 
       Submitted by, 
       Kaci Lundgren, Committee Clerk 
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